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Hello everybody,
I hope you are well or, as well as can be expected.
…………..Anyway, keep taking the tablets!

So, another year passes.   A lovely year in the gardens with
roses and all the other flowers looking wonderful.  Aren’t we
lucky – in spite of doom and gloom on the news.  Have you
noticed how many programmes have difficulty in switching
the lights on.  The sun never shines in some programmes and,
can you hear what they are saying? But aren’t we lucky to be
living in our country when we see storms, floods, fires, war
and starvation in other lands.  Yes, we are very lucky and
don’t let anyone tell you otherwise.

Our great organiser and Irby Artists member, Tony Cox, has
done a sterling job over many years in arranging our
wonderful annual evenings together going back to the
Heatherlands days, then at the Grange (now Red Fox) in
Thornton Hough, and latterly at the  Neston Cricket Club in
Parkgate.  Tony wishes to step down after our 2018 dinner
and we owe him our grateful thanks for a job well done.  We
also thank his wife Carol for her help and support.

Ron Burke



Greetings to all our members ….at home…and to Barbie Coates in far
off Australia!

Members will be aware that we recently held a survey to obtain your
views about some of the matters being discussed by your Committee.  As
is usual with surveys, …..apathy rules!

We received a total of only 42 responses despite having emailed copies
to all members on the email list (112 members), plus handed out hard
copies to the Monday Group and those attending the October 17th

demonstration night.

Principally, the survey covered two items: whether we should reduce the
number of exhibitions to one per year (29 of the 42 said yes), plus
whether we should change the format and timing of the annual Social
Evening to make it more appealing to members (4 responders do not
attend the event, 21 were happy to have no entertainment after the meal,
while 13 wanted entertainment. 29 thought the event should be moved to
a date later in the year).  You will find details of the forthcoming  Social
Evening further on within this newsletter.

….…So, if you did not respond to the survey, do not complain if changes
are made that you do not agree with!

Further on into this Newsletter I will be wearing my other hat as your
Exhibitions Co-ordinator, so I won't bore you here with exhibition
matters.

However, I WILL take this opportunity to remind everyone that the
Association holds its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 20 March
2018, and likewise remind you that your annual subscriptions are due by
1 March ....so the AGM is a good opportunity to get them paid !

Christmas will be over by the time you get this Newsletter….but to all
members and their loved ones —- I wish you all the happiness for the
New Year, from your Committee and myself.



In Memorium

We lost four of our members during 2017 – we remember Keith
Sharman (husband of Jill who for many years worked tirelessly for
Irby Artists). Keith helped Jill so much and was such a nice man.

We miss Daphne Clarke with her quiet friendliness, and only
recently, Harold Cope, always with a smile on his face.

And of course our “ton-up” girl Sheila Collinson who died a week
before her 106 birthday.  Sheila was very cross a couple of years
ago when her daughter took her car keys off her.  What a lady,
bright as a button with a lovely sense of humour.  Only last year
she insisted on selling catalogues (or was it raffle tickets) at our
exhibition.  What a girl.  We were so lucky to have her at our
Monday afternoons.
           Ron.



Irby Artists’ Association
Notice of Annual General Meeting

The 42nd Annual General Meeting of the Association will be
held on Tuesday 20th March 2018

At St Chad’s Hall,  Roslin Road,  Irby  at 7.45 p.m.

Agenda
1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 21st March 2017
3. Matters arising from the Minutes
4. Chairman’s Report
5. Treasurer’s Report
6. Membership Secretary’s Report
7. Monday Afternoon Group Report
8. Exhibition Co-ordinator’s Report
9. Speaker’s Secretary - Programme for the coming year
10. Election of Officers and Committee Members
11. Appointment of Auditor
12. Any Other Business

 All Officers and Committee Members retire at the AGM.  The present

Officers and Committee Members are :

Officers Committee Members
Chairman:            Alan McMahon       Dennis Oakes  (Social Sec.)
Vice Chairman:   Ron Burke               Marjorie Jones (Monday Group - Outdoor)
Secretary:            Diana Baddeley        Geof Staniford (Website manager)
Treasurer:            Pam Fitzpatrick        Peter Singleton (Membership Sec.)
     Patricia Parry    (Events Programme)

NON-COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS

Marilyn Barnes (Demo refreshments)
Tony Cox  (Association Auditor)        Ann Woodcock  (Exhibition Refreshments
Wendy Clarke  (Facebook Page)         VACANT         (Association Archivist)

 Offers of help in running the Association from  NON-COMMITTEE
VOLUNTEERS are welcomed by the Committee.



Nominations for any Office or Committee place should be made in writing, using
the attached slip, and should reach the Secretary at the address below by Monday
12th March 2018.  Each nomination must be signed by a Proposer and a Seconder
and also by the Nominee to indicate his/her willingness to stand for election.
Nominee's may propose themselves.

NOMINATIONS CAN BE ACCEPTED AT THE AGM SUBJECT TO
THE APPROVAL OF THE MEMBERS ATTENDING

Copies of the Association’s Accounts, and Minutes of the 41st AGM will be
available at the meeting

Subscriptions for the 2018 - 2019 Season (Full Members £8  Associate
Members £6) are due by 1st March 2018

Members who have not renewed their membership by 1st May 2018 will be
deemed to have resigned.

If you feel you would no longer like to exhibit - but would still like to be an active
member of the Association - please consider becoming an Associate Member.
You will still have all the same benefits of membership, except the right to
enter more than one work in the exhibitions.  Please advise the Membership
Secretary if you decide to do this and he will enter your name as an Associate
Member at the reduced subscription.

Membership Secretary : Mr Peter Singleton, 2 Firshaw Road, Meols,
Wirral, CH47 5BE -  0151 632 5047

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOMINATION FORM
To: The Secretary, Irby Artists Association, 16 Kingsbury, West Kirby,

Wirral, CH48 6ES
Please receive the following nomination to join the Committee

      NOMINEE’S NAME                                   NOMINEE’S SIGNATURE

------------------------------------------       -----------------------------------------

Proposer’s Signature

-------------------------------------------               Date -------------------------------------

Seconder’s Signature

-------------------------------------------                Date ------------------------------------



That time of the year has arrived when we start to gather names for
our Annual Dinner.

This will be the LAST one that I will be organising after 10 years
and I would firstly like to thank those members who have supported
the event through that period. There have been highs and lows with
the entertainment but I suppose we will never please everybody. So,
time for a new look, if, indeed, it continues. Do let the Committee
know if you can think of a better format. A midday lunch, a Monday
afternoon, in the summer………?

Our next Dinner will take place at the Neston Cricket Club on
Tuesday 20th February 2018. We will have a two course meal at a
reduced ticket price per head of £20. The remainder will be
subsidised by the Association.

An earlier start, arriving 6.30pm for 7.00pm.

There will not be any entertainment this year which will leave time
for members to circulate. The bar will remain open. Obviously,
together with the earlier start, this means the evening will finish
earlier than normal but this will suit some members who I know
don't like to be out late.

I will circulate the menu choices in the New Year. For now, if you
would like to attend, please just let me have your name and those of
your guests. Don’t forget that husbands, wives, partners,
family and friends are all welcome.

You can contact me by telephone, 0151 648 6069 - or by email to:
coxchat@talktalk.net or a letter would be a novelty- my address is 2
Roslin Road, Irby, Wirral, CH61 3UH                    continued…..

mailto:coxchat@talktalk.net


….....continued
I will call in on the Monday Group before Christmas and, of course,
I will be at the Demonstration evening on Tuesday 12th December
when we will enjoy the magic of Dennis Oakes.

Thank you again to all those who have supported the Dinner over
the last 10 years.

Very Best Wishes to you All

Tony Cox

another candle on your cake
Well there’s no need to pout

Be glad that you have strength enough
to BloW the damn thing out!

SOME NICE NEWS.

Long time member and good friend of Irby Artists, Paul
Emmings, after down sizing his books, brought several armfuls
of art books into our Monday afternoon meeting, and they
were snatched up by members.  Donations made for them to
date amounts to one hundred and six pounds, which has made
our Monday afternoon bank look very healthy indeed.  Many
thanks Paul.  Maybe you have items in your home that you
want to get rid of, and I don’t mean husbands or wives!  Paints,
books, paper, pencils, brushes, easels, anything artwise.  Bring
them along on a Monday afternoon ….or how about a second
hand (posh- previously loved or used) table at our next
exhibition?



EXHIBITIONS REPORT
I am pleased to see that the results of the recent November exhibition
were much improved on the previous exhibition in May, with 19
pictures sold, plus 12 craft. As a result of all your efforts we will be
able to donate £500 to local charities !!

Although the number of artists exhibiting were relatively the same
(70 in May, 71 in November), the number of picture entries rose
from 156 framed and 25 unframed in May, to 180 framed and 29
unframed in November. thus vindicating our decision to increase the
number of framed picture entries from the usual  3, to 4 per artist.
Only the number of craft items entered fell from 48 in May to 41 in
November.

AWARDS
The following awards were made at each exhibition, and our
congratulations go to each recipient:..…

MAY
The awards for the May exhibition were judged by Edwin Eaton, a
former art tutor at Birkenhead 6th Form  College.

Owen Pritchard Trophy (Best Craft):
to George McCarroll  for his Natural Edged Bowl.

Reserve:  to Kay Fletcher for her Mixed Media Jewellery set.

Ian Foulds Trophy (Best Picture):
to Roy Price for his Oil, "Yorkshire Summer"

Highly Commended:
to Deborah Fleming for her Oil, "Roses"

Highly Commended:
to Marion Tuffrey for her Acrylic, "Wren"

Barbie Coates Award (Visitor's Choice):
Reserve:   (ouch! I forgot to record the winners!! -
    my sincerest apologies to the recipients!)



NOVEMBER

The awards for the November exhibition were judged by the Chair of
Heswall Artists Association, Kevin Adams.

Owen Pritchard Trophy (Best Craft):
to George McCarroll  for his Natural Edged Vase.

Reserve:  to Ann Kernighan for her Enamelled Copper Bowl.

Les WickesTrophy (Best Picture):
to Dennis Oakes for his Oil, "Goldfish in a Bowl"

Highly Commended:
to Julia Duerden for her watercolour,
"Harbourside,  Caernarvon"

Highly Commended:
to Sarah Wood for her watercolour & Gouache,

"Late Fall"

Barbie Coates Award (Visitor's Choice):
to George Brooks for his watercolour,"Working the Land"

Reserve: to Vi Dowler for her watercolour, "TooWit-TooWoo"

 Alan.

EXHIBITION AWARD WINNERS.
In response to complaints that the same people seem to win
the major awards year on year, the Committee have agreed
that, if you win a prize at one Exhibition then you become
ineligible for awards for the next two Exhibitions.  After that
you can win again.  This does not apply to the Visitors Choice.
(This does not apply to me of course as in eighteen years I
haven’t won a sausage!  Maybe if I signed my work ‘Fred
Rembrant’?)

Ron.



COPYCATS.

There are a lot of copycats in our Irby Artists group, said one of
our members to me whilst I was having a quiet cup of tea at our
latest exhibition.  “Explain yourself” said I thinking calling us
‘copy cats’ was fighting talk where I come from.  She went on to
say that many of our folks copy other peoples’ work –
photographs in magazines, pictures on calendars and in books
where an artist or photographer has composed the picture, used
their colours and got the best angle on the subject and then we,
she said, put it in our exhibition as ours, that is plagiarism.  “OK”
I said, “even if our picture is a copy, as long as there are about six
differences we are alright”.

It did make me think how many of us, given a blank sheet of
paper with no newspaper cuttings, or photographs, or any pictures
of any kind for reference would or could produce anything on that
blank sheet of paper.  Give it to a child of two or three years of
age and they will produce stars and mummy and daddy and a
house with trees.  If you have taken a photograph and then you
paint a picture of it then it is yours.  You have composed the
picture, got the best angle and you can colour it red, white and
blue if you like, and, you can add or subtract or move around
items in your photograph to your hearts content. It is your own
work.

Ron

   How does Moses make tea?   Hebrews it!
 Venison for dinner again?  Oh Deer!
 A cartoonist was found dead at his home. Details are sketchy!
 I used to be a banker,..but then I lost interest.
 I changed my iPad’s name to Titanic.  It’s syncing now!
 I didn’t like my beard at first….but then it grew on me!



VERY FRIGHTENING WORDS.

Two of the most frightening words in the English language are
‘Committee Member’!   I kid you not! If we say would you like to be
a member of our Irby Artists Committee, just watch the reaction.  A
look of horror, of dread, crosses the faces.  They put their hands up
to protect their faces and heads, like a boxer backed into the
corner when the opponent is knocking seven bells out of them!
Now what is an IAA committee member?  Someone who turns up
once a month at another committee member’s home about 7.15 in
the evening for an hour or so, takes an interest in the running of
our Group, listens to the proceedings and, may even be asked, or
volunteer helpful suggestions for the smooth running of Irby
Artists.  Then – after all the shouting, stamping of feet, yelling and
screaming – (just joking folks), being forced to have lovely cakes
and biscuits and wait for it, cups of tea or coffee.  It’s a hell of a
life for a committee member.  I have done it for over fifteen years.
Why do we have such difficulty in asking you to help us?

We need you.!!     Ron.

  A self-important youth was sitting on a bench next to an
 elderly man. He decided to explain to the pensioner why it was
that the they could never understand the younger generation.  “You
grew up in a different world” he said. “Young people of today are
much more advanced than people of your age. We have grown up
with television, jet planes, space travel, man on the moon, and the
internet.  We use mobile phones, have nuclear energy, electric cars,
computers, and have automated manufacturing.  Your generation
had none of these! “

“You’re right , son”, said the old man. “We didn’t have those things
when we were young……..So WE invented them!”

“So what are you doing for the next generation?”



SOMETHING NEW.

A new idea is for us to meet at St. Chads on the first Tuesday in the
month in the evening, commencing a 7.30 and, to paint, draw or just
chat like we do on Monday afternoons.  The idea is for the members
who cannot be with us in the daytime, to be able do their own thing
amongst friends.

The Tuesday Group (for want of a better title!) will also be open to
any non-member visitors  who may be considering joining the
Association, and is not just for adults only ….. Anyone 16 and over
will be welcome.

 The new group will be starting on 6th February 2018, (first Tuesday
evening) and will run for a trial period of 6 months.  Admission is
FREE to members.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Tuesday 16th January: Evening Demonstration

Bob Goldsborough, ‘Landscape in Watercolour’

Tuesday 20th February: Social Evening

Neston Cricket Club, Parkgate

Tuesday 20th March: Annual General Meeting

St Chad's Hall, Roslin Road, Irby



A Toast………
To our sweethearts and wives,.. may they never meet!

May you live to be a hundred – and then decide if you
 want to go on!

  May your loved ones love your art and your heart love
 your loved ones!

A REMINDER…..

The Irby Artists website (screenshot above) can be found at:
www.irbyartists.com, and has pages featuring art tutorials
and links to informative websites, a members gallery to which
members can upload photos of their artwork plus a little
biography about themselves, and news items about the
Association.  The website is updated by Geof Staniford to
whom you can send your photos, news items, suggested future
content, etc.

Also…..
We have a Facebook page, courtesy of Wendy Clarke.  Just type
in ‘Irby Artists’ in the facebook search facility.  Feel free to
post any items of interest to the wider world, but don’t include
personal details!!

www.irbyartists.com,


I'm Fine Thank You
There is nothing the matter with me
I'm as healthy as can be.
I have arthritis in both my knees
And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze,
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin,
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.
Arch supports I have for my feet,
Or I wouldn't be able to go on the street.
Sleep is denied me night after night,
But every morning I find I'm all right,
My memory is failing, my head's in a spin
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.
The moral is this - as my tale I unfold,
That for you and me who are growing old,
It's better to say, "I'm fine" with a grin,
Than to let folks know the shape we're in.
How do I know that my youth is all spent?
Well my 'get up and go' has got up and went.
But I don't really mind when I think with a grin,
Of all the grand places 'my get up' has been.
Old age is golden, I've heard it said,
But sometimes I wonder as I get into bed,
With my ears in the drawer, my teeth in the cup,
My eyes on the table until I wake up.
Ere sleep overtakes me, I think to myself
Is there anything else I could lay on the shelf?



When I was young, my slippers were red;
I could kick my heels right over my head.
When I got older, my slippers were blue;
But still I could dance the whole night through.
But now I am old, my slippers are black;
I walk to the store and puff my way back.

I get up each day and dust off my wits,
And pick up the paper and read the 'obits'.
If my name is still missing, I know I'm not dead -
So I have a good breakfast and go back to bed!!

Author unknown
Submitted by Janet Roberts

Give a man a fish - you feed him for a day
Teach a man to fish - He can avoid his wife for a
whole weekend!

If you think a woman’s place is in the kitchen –
Remember,…. that’s where the knives are kept!

Honk your horn if you love Jesus……..
Text while driving if you want to meet him!!



did you knoW
dennis oakes has sent out his caring cards to
memBers Who have had trouBles one Way or another,
since he took on the role of social secretary, and By
the feedBack We receive, the cards are very much
appreciated.  another case of a committee memBer
doing a Wonderful joB on our Behalf.  many thanks
dennis.

AND FINALLY…..

Well ladies and gentlemen, I hope you have felt our
efforts once again have been entertaining and
enlightening.  In other words we have done our best
so, if you receive our Newsletter before Christmas –
Happy Christmas!  If after,  Happy New Year!!

That’s all, Folks!!

A SUGGESTION
An idea from a member is interesting.  Why don’t we in the
Autumn or maybe late Summer when the holidays are over,
instead of having a visiting artist on one Tuesday evening, come to
St Chads with say £5.00 worth of food or wine and bring any artist
materials we no longer use for sale.  Money to go to coffers or a
charity.  It would be a social evening with food and an opportunity
to get to know each other and move some of the art stuff we have
that is gathering dust.  Sounds like a good idea.  We might put it
into our programme of events.


